


Welcome to the Spring 2004 Edition of P2 News2!

An e-newsletter brought to you by the P2 Programs of the Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics at the U.S. EPA. Check us out at our

website: http://www.epa.gov/p2 .

We hope to tailor P2 News2 to your needs, so please don't hesitate to contact us with your suggestions.  Just e-mail Jesse Eaves at eaves.jesse@epa.gov

Thank you!
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FEATURE STORY/ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERABLE PURCHASING http://www.epa.gov/oppt/epp
****************************************************************************************

** EPA'S BUYING GREEN ONLINE REPORT NOW AVAILABLE

When EPA decided to create a Blanket Purchase Agreement (BPA), which directs EPA purchasers to green desktop office supplies, EPA first took a look at what other federal agencies had done in this area.  The information they found was so interesting that they decided to compile it into a document to share with all federal agencies and others working to green their organization's purchases.

That document, Buying Green Online: Greening Government E-Procurement of Office Supplies is now available at < http://www.epa.gov/epp/pubs/buying_green_online.pdf >

Here are some of the research findings highlighted in the report:

 Many federal agencies (outlined in a chart on Page 10 - 13 of the

report) are currently buying office supplies through Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPAs).  BPAs are simplified methods of filling anticipated repetitive needs for supplies or services by establishing a contract or contracts with qualified sources of supply.  Under BPAs, the office supplies are often accessed via agency or facility specific e-catalogs.

Agencies cited:

      1) cost savings through group discounts,

      2) reduced time spent on routine processing of orders,

      3) improved tracking and monitoring capabilities, and

      4) increased ability to direct purchasers to products meeting agency purchasing priorities as the main reasons for  buying office supplies through BPAs.

Some agencies have made an effort to increase the number of green products available for purchase through these BPAs.  Most of these have limited the products available for purchase to those meeting EPA's recycled content guidelines (Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines products).  Here are some of the results:

-  DOE's Sandia National Laboratories reported a 30 percent increase in CPG products from FY00 to FY02.

-  NASA's Kennedy Space Center increased their purchases of CPG products by 20 percent between FY01 and FY02.

EPA has created a set of green criteria for office supplies which meet or exceed EPA's recycled content guidelines and include additional guidelines covering other product environmental attributes, such as process chlorine free, rechargeable, nontoxic, non-ozone depleting substances, etc.  This criteria is located in Appendix A of the Buying Green Online Report.

Bottom line: BPAs for office supplies and other products and services represent opportunities to green organizational purchases efficiently and to improve tracking of the green purchases (and others, such as purchases from small businesses or from JWOD) made by your organization. The better the EPP community understands these vehicles, the more chance we will have to use them to direct our purchasers to greener products and services.

Enjoy the read and please contact Holly Elwood at 202-564-8854 or elwood.holly@epa.gov with any comments, questions, etc.

***********************************************************

HOSPITALS FOR A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

http://www.h2e-online.org
***********************************************************

** H2E WELCOMES NOVATION AS THE LATEST H2E CHAMPION FOR CHANGE!

Novation is the healthcare industry's leading supply chain management organization, representing the healthcare interests of more than 2,300 healthcare organizations.  Through its affiliation with VHA, Inc. and the University Healthcare Consortium (UHC), Novation represents approximately $29 billion in annual purchasing potential. As an H2E Champion, Novation will work to make environmentally preferable products more readily available to the members of VHA Inc. and the University Health Consortium, and will support the implementation of pollution prevention programs aimed at reducing the volume and toxicity of hospital waste. Novation currently provides supply chain management services to the more than 2,400 members of VHA and UHC in 48 states, which includes 1,400 hospitals, twenty-five (25) percent of the nation's community-owned hospitals.

"Our decision to sign on as an H2E Champion will help VHA and UHC members take the lead in becoming environmentally responsible health care facilities and further protect the health of their local communities," said Cathy Denning, senior director, safety, technology and quality assurance, at Novation.

For more information on H2E, contact Chen Wen at 202-564-8849 or wen.chen@epa.gov .

********************************************************

SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH

http://www.epa.gov/ncer/sbir
********************************************************

** SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH GRANTS NOTICE

EPA's Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) issued four Phase I Solicitations on March 25, 2004.  There are three special solicitations B Pollution Prevention, Waste Minimization and Pacific Southwest Environmental Problems B and the regular SBIR Solicitation.  All Solicitations opened on March 25, 2004 and will close on May 25, 2004. Topics in the Pollution Prevention Solicitation include: (1) Automobile and Other Green Supplier Networks, (2) Hospitals for a Healthy Environment,  (3) Flame Retardants, (4) Diisocyanates, (5) Fragrances,

(6) Industrial Design and (7) Printed Wiring Boards.  Topics in the Waste Minimization Solicitation include:  (1) new products and technologies that reduce or eliminate generation of hazardous waste containing any of 30 Hazardous Waste Priority Chemicals and (2) Clean Waste-to-Energy Gasification Technologies and Systems.

The EPA SBIR  program provides financial support  to help small science and technology based firms develop new environmental technologies and ready them for commercialization.  An SBIR small business is defined as a for profit organization with no more than 500 employees.  Under Phase I, the scientific merit and technical feasibility of the proposed concept is investigated.  EPA awards firm-fixed-price Phase I contracts of up to $70,000 and the period of performance is typically 6 months. After completion of Phase I, businesses are invited to participate in a Phase II competition to further develop and commercialize the Phase I technology.  In Phase II, EPA awards contracts of up to $225,000 and the period of performance is typically 15 months.  EPA also offers up to $100,000 and 1 additional year as Phase II Options for firms with third party financing for accelerating commercialization or for technologies accepted into the EPA Environmental Technology Verification (ETV) Program.

On March 25, 2004, the SBIR Phase I Solicitations was posted on the National Center for Environmental Research WEBSITE at:

http://www.epa.gov/ncer/sbir   The solicitations include a description

of the SBIR Program, application requirements and research topics.  The solicitations are also available by Fax.  If you need a faxed copy or if

you have any questions, please call the EPA HELPLINE at:   (800)

490-9194.

************************************************************************

SOURCE REDUCTION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM http://www.epa.gov/p2/pubs/2004RFP_sourcereduction.htm
************************************************************************

** SOURCE REDUCTION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM REQUESTS PROPOSALS

EPA is requesting proposals under the Source Reduction Assistance (SRA) grant program for Fiscal Year 2004. The Agency, through its Headquarters and ten regional offices, anticipates the availability of approximately $1 million in grants and cooperative agreements. Eligible recipients may include the fifty States, the District of Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, any territory or possession of the U.S., Federally-recognized tribal governments, local governments, nonprofit, private colleges and community groups. The program is structured to support the following:

- Design for the Environment,

- Environmentally Preferable Purchasing,

- Pollution Prevention projects of general interest,

- Pollution Prevention projects of interest to states, regions, and/or Federally-recognized tribal governments, and

- Pollution Prevention Information Network activities

To view the SRA grant solicitation, posted on EPA's Pollution Prevention web site, please visit http://www.epa.gov/p2/pubs/2004RFP_sourcereduction.htm .

********************************************************************

POLLUTION PREVENTION INFORMATION NETWORK http://www.epa.gov/p2/pubs/2004RFP_ppin.htm
********************************************************************

** OPPT TO FUND POLLUTION PREVENTION INFORMATION NETWORK

EPA's Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics expects to have approximately $1 million available in fiscal year 2004 to fund the Pollution Prevention Information Network (PPIN). The Pollution Prevention Act of 1990 provides for funding States to strengthen the efficiency and effectiveness of State technical assistance programs in providing source reduction information to businesses.  Proposals should describe how the applicant will work as part of a collective nationwide service, promoting pollution prevention practices and technologies. Applicants must publicly report use  of their services and utilize State and Local representatives to guide and evaluate their services. Applicants must be an agency or instrumentality of a State (including State universities) or any territory or possession of the United States. Federally recognized Indian tribes or intertribal consortia that meet the requirement for treatment in a manner similar to a State may also apply.  Cooperative agreements will be awarded under the authority of the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990.  For more information contact Beth Anderson at EPA at 202-564-8833 or anderson.elizabeth@epa.gov or visit the website at http://www.epa.gov/p2/pubs/2004RFP_ppin.htm .

*****************************************************************

POLLUTION PREVENTION RESOURCE EXCHANGE

http://www.p2ric.org
*****************************************************************

** POLLUTION PREVENTION RESOURCE EXCHANGE ANNOUNCES NEW AVAILABLE RESOURCES

New resource of interest: Online P2 Video Library Now Available at p2ric.org (P2RIC)

The Pollution Prevention Regional Information Center (P2RIC.org), a member of the Pollution Prevention Resource Exchange, P2RX, with funding from the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, has created an online video library to make pollution prevention and waste reduction videos easily accessible to P2 specialists worldwide. This unique collection complements the document library implemented by the Pollution Prevention Resource Exchange (P2Rx.org). The purpose of the video collection is to provide better access to videos useful to waste reduction educators and service providers.

You can watch P2 videos online or download video segments for use in your PowerPoint presentations. The video download capability offers value to educators and trainers who want to add punch to their presentations. Videos can be accessed at http://www.p2ric.org/video/index.cfm . The library is also accessible from the P2RIC homepage under Virtual Library => Video Library.

The online library is now active and growing. Many organizations have been generous enough to donate the videos they have produced. If your organization has produced or knows of videos that pertain to pollution prevention and would like them to be included in this library, please contact Dan O'Dell at 402/595-1823, or via email at <dpodell@mail.unomaha.edu >.  To view the P2RIC Virtual Library, visit http://www.p2ric.org/Vlibrary/index.cfm .  For more information, contact Jean Waters at 402-595-1826 or jwaters@mail.unomaha.edu.

******************************************************

REGIONAL REPORTS

http://www.epa.gov/p2/resources/regions.htm
******************************************************

** EPA REGION 2  BEGINS MEDICAL MERCURY ELIMINATION PROGRAM EPA's Region 2 Pollution Prevention team will be working with Compliance Assistance team on a joint project with the State University of New York

(SUNY) Medical Schools network to eliminate the use of mercury-containing equipment.  SUNY was chosen because they are the only entity in Region 2 with baseline data detailing their present inventory of mercury-containing equipment.  Such info will be useful in any project with SUNY because it will facilitate the calculation of any P2 project's success.  Tristan Gillespie has more information at 212-637-3753 or gillespie.tristan@epa.gov .

** GE SILICONES PROJECT CONTINUES TO ACHIEVE OUTSTANDING ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE GE Silicones (formerly Witco OSi Specialties) is a specialty chemical manufacturer of silicone and silane products located in Sistersville, WV.  GE recently issued the sixth Semi-Annual Report for this project which summarizes the environmental achievements for the period July 1, 2003 to December 31, 2003.  As part of the project, GE completed hazardous waste minimization and pollution prevention activities.  In addition to reusing 2.5 million pounds of ethynol used in the manufacturing process, GE completed a Waste Minimization/Pollution Prevention (WM/P2) study involving many plant employees and the EPA Region 3 Waste Minimization Team.  GE implemented 10 new waste minimization opportunities identified by the study in 2003 that resulted in an additional waste reduction of 485,000 per year and cost savings of $269,000 per year.  The total waste reduced since initiation of the XL WM/P2 project is 15,559,000 pounds/year and $7,085,000 in recurring cost savings.  Tad Radzinski of EPA Region 3 has more information at radzinski.tad@epa.gov .

** ILLINOIS GREEN SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP NOW UNDERWAY

 Greening Schools, a joint effort of the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IL  EPA) and the Illinois Waste Management and Research Center, recently launched its website at http://www.greeningschools.org/  . The purpose of the project is to help schools provide a safe and healthy environment that will also be more efficient and improve learning conditions.  It is also designed to provide teachers with standards-based tools to introduce the concepts of waste reduction and pollution prevention to students.  The program offers free on-site technical assistance to assess building conditions, an on-line help desk to answer questions, and workshops for teachers, administrative and facility staff.  Some of the program's benefits are increased safety and environmental health for students and staff, improved indoor air quality, reduction or elimination of hazardous materials, professional development or administrator academy credits to workshop participants, and environmental stewardship behavior modeled for students. Phil Kaplan, of Region 5's Pollution Prevention team has more information at 312-353-4669 or kaplan.phil@epa.gov.

*************************************************

EXTRA!! EXTRA!! WHAT'S NEW IN P2?

*************************************************

** WHAT'S NEW AT THE POLLUTION PREVENTION INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE?

The Pollution Prevention Information Clearinghouse (PPIC) is a free service of the US EPA dedicated to reducing or eliminating industrial pollutants in the environment. PPIC provides copies of EPA pollution prevention publications and supports clients in accessing Internet-based P2 resources.

ADDITIONS TO THE PPIC RESOURCE LIST

(http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/library/ppicdist.htm)

This web-only item has been added to Design for the Environment (DfE)

Program:

Buying Green Online: Greening Government E-Procurement of Office Supplies [PDF 1.5MB] EPA-742-R-04-001 * (76 pp) * February 2004 This report provides an overview of recent federal government office supply e-procurement initiatives and includes references to specific products and technologies.

Pollution Prevention Information Clearinghouse (PPIC)

Operated by ASRC Aerospace Corp.

US EPA PPIC

1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (Mail code 7409M)

Washington, DC 20460

Voice: 202-566-0799

Fax: 202-564-8899

email: ppic@epa.gov

The PPIC homepage ( http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/library/ppicindex.htm  ) will link users to the PPIC Resource List, which provides info on PPIC's publications and web resources ( http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/library/ppicdist.htm  ). New P2 publications are featured in the "New Documents" section of the Resource List ( http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/library/ppicdist.htm#new  ).

The PPIC web site also features links to P2-related conferences ( http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/library/ppicconf.htm  ).  The public may also access PPIC services by telephone (202-566-0799), fax (202-564-8899), or e-mail ( ppic@epa.gov ).

*****************************************************

The U.S. EPA's Pollution Prevention Program created this electronic newsletter to keep you informed about pollution prevention activities at the Agency.  As a subscriber, you are among hundreds of people across the country, including federal, state, and local government, small business, industry, public interest organizations, and more who want to stay in touch with P2 at EPA.

To subscribe, just send an e-mail to join-p2news2@lists.epa.gov  with the following message in the body:

subscribe P2NEWS2 YourFirstName YourLastName

and you will get monthly updates on how the Agency is working to promote pollution prevention through...

...Business Practices and Processes,Web tools, Design for the Environment and Green Chemistry, EPA Regional and State P2 Activities, Environmentally Preferable Purchasing, P2 Information Resources, State and Local P2 Grants, and More!

Recipients may cancel their subscription at any time, and new subscribers are always welcome.

To unsubscribe from P2 News2:

1.  Send an e-mail to: listserver@lists.rtpnc.epa.gov

2.  Leave the subject line blank

3.  Type the following in the body of the message:

unsubscribe P2NEWS2 Yourfirstname Yourlastname

4.  You should receive electronic confirmation of your unsubscribe request within 24 hours.

For additional information, please contact Jesse Eaves, Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics at EPA:  eaves.jesse@epa.gov
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